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Cross-country  skiers  from  a  local  high  school  gather  at  Notchuiew  for  the  start  of  a  very  snowy  race. 
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The  Art  and  Science  of  Grooming  Cross-Country  Ski  Trails 


At  over  3,100  acres,  Notchview  Reservation  in  the 
Berkshire  hill  town  of  Windsor  is,  by  far.  The  Trustees' 
largest  reservation,  a  bequest  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Arthur 
D.  Budd  in  1966.  Set  amidst  the  Hoosac  Range,  an 
extension  of  Vermont's  Green  Mountains,  Notchview  lies 
at  a  base  elevation  of  2,000  feet  above  sea  level,  and  its 
rolling  landscape  is  accented  by  several  hills,  including 
Judges  Hill  at  2,297  feet. 

Each  year,  from  December  to  March,  Notchview 
welcomes  cross-country  skiers  from  all  over  the  region.  Its 
hardwood  forests  and  spruce  plantations  are  criss-crossed 
by  27  km  of  trails.  Seventeen  kilometers  are  groomed  and 
set  for  cross-country  skiing  and  snowshoeing — a  formidable 
task,  especially  during  severe  winters.  As  many  locals 
know,  Windsor  is  generally  10°F  colder  than  nearby 
Berkshire  County  valley  towns  and  gets,  on  average,  45 
inches  more  snow  each  year,  making  Notchview  an 
outstanding  skiing  destination. 

So,  what  exactly  does  grooming  cross-country  ski  trails 
involve?  We  asked  Superintendent  Jim  Caffrey,  who 
oversees  our  hard-working  staff  at  Notchview,  to  give  us  an 
insight  into  this  specialized  aspect  of  property 
management.  "Trail  grooming  is  as  much  of  an  art  as  it  is 
a  science,"  Jim  explains.  "We  are  always  learning 
something  new,  and  each  winter  seems  to  bring  different 


situations  which  require  fresh  thinking  and  creative 
solutions."  Planer.  Track  mold.  Firm-up  time.  Snow 
renovator.  Rain  crust.  Poivder  maker.  Seeps.  Melt-out. 
These  are  just  some  of  the  unique  terms  of  the  trade.  But 
what  does  it  all  mean? 

Getting  ready  for  cross-country  ski  season  begins  in 
autumn,  when  the  Notchview  staff,  including  Bill  Girardi 
and  Joel  Moon,  prunes  to  a  height  of  eight  or  nine  feet 
those  tree  branches  which  overhang  ski  trails.  This  work 
is  necessary  to  accommodate  higher  headroom  required 
when  the  trail  base  is  raised  by  2-3  feet  of  snow.  By  early 
December,  with  a  little  luck,  enough  snow  has  generally 
fallen  at  Notchview  to  begin  grooming  the  trails. 

While  many  cross-country  ski  areas  employ  large 
snow-cats  for  trail  grooming.  The  Trustees  prefers  to  use 
a  snowmobile,  which  has  the  distinct  advantage  of 
grooming  a  narrower  (six  to  nine  feet  wide),  more  scenic 
trail  with  broadly  sweeping  turns  for  easy  skiing.  The 
snowmobile  drags  a  specially  designed,  weighted  wooden 
box  {planer)  which  both  packs  down  the  snow  and  fills  in 
depressions  to  create  a  level  trail  surface.  Immediately 
after  levelling  the  trail,  a  track  is  'set'  with  a  sled  (track 
mold)  towed  behind  the  snowmobile.  The  sled  'molds'  the 
trail  by  cutting  two  parallel  grooves  into  the  snow  which 
serve  to  guide  the  skis.  Weather  conditions  frequently  call 


continued  on  page  3 
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Thoughts  from  the  Executive  Director... 


Each  fall,  Special  Places  provides 
me  with  a  terrific  opportunity  to 
recap  the  achievements  of  The 
Trustees  during  the  past  year. 
And,  what  an  excellent  year  it 
has  been! 

Early  in  1997,  a  task  force  of 
volunteers  and  staff  completed  the 
Trustees  2000  Strategic  Plan,  a 
'road  map'  which  will  lead  our 
organization  into  the  next 
century.  Implementation  of  the  strategic  plan  is  well 
underway,  including  initial  development  of  a  Volunteer 
Involvement  program,  a  Communications  and  Marketing 
plan,  the  Land  Conservation  Center's  Special  Places 
Collections  Plan,  and  a  state-wide  plan  for  managing  our 
grassland  habitats. 

The  Trustees  had  another  banner  year  for  land 
conservation.  In  total,  16  projects  were  completed 
resulting  in  the  protection  of  894  acres  of  land,  including 
Questing,  our  78th  and  newest  reservation.  Increasingly, 
The  Trustees  is  entering  collaborative  partnerships  with 
land  trusts  and  other  conservation  organizations,  such  as 
one  recently  created  on  Martha's  Vineyard  (see  page  4). 

At  the  same  time,  we  continue  to  provide  sound 
stewardship  for  our  diverse  reservations  by  carrying  out 
important  ecological  studies  to  guide  our  management 
decisions,  maintaining  extensive  trail  systems,  and 
expanding  access  where  we  can,  as  we  did  at  Ravenswood 
Park,  with  the  construction  of  a  boardwalk  through 
Magnolia  Swamp.  We  completed  major  historic 
preservation  projects  at  Castle  Hill,  Naumkeag, 
The  Old  Manse,  The  Bryant  Homestead,  and 


The  Mission  House.  For  our  work  with  historic  houses 
and  designed  landscapes  and  gardens,  The  Boston  Society 
of  Architects  and  the  American  Society  of  Landscape 
Architects  recently  presented  The  Trustees  with  awards 
(see  page  8). 

Expanded  interpretation  initiatives  were  undertaken  at 
Cape  Poge  Wildlife  Refuge,  Crane  Wildlife  Refuge,  Misery 
Islands,  and  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  and  we  organized 
over  200  events  state-wide,  inviting  the  public  to  enjoy  the 
special  places  we  care  for  and  see  the  work  that  we  do.  By 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  membership  had  grown  to  just 
over  16,500  and,  as  we  go  to  press  with  this  newsletter, 
membership  has  topped  the  18,000  mark!  Equally 
promising,  membership  in  The  1891  Society,  The  Charles 
Eliot  Society,  and  The  Semper  Vtrens  Society  grew  by  5%, 
22%,  and  27%,  respectively. 

It's  been  a  very  successful  year  for  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations.  Yet,  none  of  this  would  have  been  possible 
without  your  continued  support.  On  behalf  of  everyone  at 
The  Trustees,  thank  you  for  all  you  are  doing  to  enable  us 
to  meet  the  vital  challenges  of  our  conservation  mission. 

Frederic  Winthrop 
Executive  Director 


Treasurer  John  Parker's  Fiscal  Year  1997  Financial 
Highlights  report  appears  on  page  9. 
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We  invite  your  articles, 
photographs,  comments  and 
suggestions.  Please  send  them  to: 
Special  Places 
P.  O.  Box  563 
290  Argilla  Road 
Ipswich,  MA  01938-2647 
Tel  978/356-4351 
Fax  978/356-2143 
E-mail  TTofR@aol.com 


Founded  in  1891,  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  is  a  private 
nonprofit  conservation  organization  dedicated  to  preserving, 
for  public  use  and  enjoyment,  properties  of  exceptional  scenic, 
historic,  and  ecological  value  throughout  Massachusetts 
and  to  protecting  special  places  across  the  state.  Today, 
The  Trustees  owns,  manages,  and  interprets  78  reservations 
totaling  more  than  20,400  acres,  and  protects  an  additional 
10,500  acres  through  the  use  of  conservation  restrictions  on  150 
parcels  of  privately  held  land.  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  is 
not  a  state-funded  organization.  It  relies  for  support  entirely 
upon  membership  dues,  contributions,  grants,  reservation 
receipts,  special  events,  and  endowments. 

For  information  about  becoming  a  membei;  please  contact 
the  Membership  Office  at  978/524-1858,  or  write  to  The 
Trustees  at  572  Essex  Street,  Beverly,  MA  01915-1530. 

Special  Places,  November  1997.  Volume  5,  Issue  Number  4. 
Special  Places  (ISSN  1087-5026)  is  published  quarterly  and 
distributed  to  members  and  donors  of  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations.  Copyright  ©  1997. 
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Grooming  Cross-Country  Ski  Trails 


continued  from  front  cover 


Notchvietc:  A  fjronte  destination  for 
many  cross-country  skiers. 


for  grooming  at  night  to 
provide  enough  time 
■■  for  trails  to  settle  for 
i  the  next  morning's 
£  skiing  (firm-up  time). 
Ideal  conditions 
call  for  consistent  20°F 
temperatures  and 
several  inches  of  fresh 
snow  twice  weekly,  but 
this  rarely  happens.  The 
task  for  the  Notchview 
crew,  then,  is  to  scratch 
and  loosen  existing  trail 
surfaces  with  a  towed 
cutting  machine  [snou' 


renovator)  that  recreates  a  skiable  snow  surface.  The  trail  then 
gets  re-set,  thus  maintaining  its  soft  texture. 

Following  a  heavy  rain,  trail  surfaces  can  freeze  over  {rain 
crust)  and  become  too  icy  for  skiing.  When  this  occurs,  staff  tow 
a  steel  screen  roller  {poiuder  maker)  behind  the  snowmobile  to 
grind  up  the  icy  surface  and  return  it  to  an  appropriate  texture. 

Throughout  the  winter,  staff  keep  an  eye  out  for  standing 
water  released  from  underground  through  surface  openings 
(seeps)  in  the  trail.  Standing  water  on  the  trail  surface  serves  to 
raise  surrounding  temperatures,  often  creating  bare  patches  in  the 
snow  (melt-out).  Standing  water  is  either  eliminated  by  installing 
culverts  or  insulated  using  dead  tree  branches  and  gravel. 


Jim  and  his  staff  take  great  pride  in  their  winter  trail 
work  at  Notchview.  Their  success  is  a  combination  of 
technical  expertise,  experience,  cjuality  control,  dedication, 
patience,  and  a  lot  of  hard  work.  But,  they're  not  complaining 
too  much.  "After  all,"  Jim  remarks  on  reflection,  "each  of 
the  Notchview  crew  enjoys  cross-country  skiing,  so  we,  too, 
occasionally  get  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  labors!" 

See  the  Calendar  on  page  6  for  information  on  Notchview's 
assorted  winter  ski  events,  including  Ski  Fest  '98  and  Moonlight 
Ski  Evenings.  Interested  in  overnight  accommodation?  Call 
Innkeepers  Sean  and  Jean  Cowhig  at  The  Trustees'  award- 
winning  Field  Farm  Bed  &  Breakfast  in  Williamstown 
(413/458-3135).  For  an  up-to-date,  accurate  appraisal  of 
cross-country  ski  conditions  at  Notchview,  call  our  24-hour 
information  hotline  at  413/684-0148. 

Cross-country  skiing  fees:  adults  $7,  children  aged 
6-12  $2,  Trustees  members  free.  Group  rates:  adults  $6, 
children  aged  6-12  $2.  Open  daily  8  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M. 

Notchview  is  located  on  the  north  side  of  Route  9.  From 
the  intersection  of  Routes  8A  and  9  in  Windsor,  take  Route  9 
east  1  mile.  The  entrance  and  parking  area  will  be  on  your 
left.  Follow  a  short  path  up  to  our  toasty-warm  Arthur  D. 
Budd  Visitor  Center  for  full  skiing  information. 


^■1^  Cross-country  skiing  is  also  offered  on  ungroomed 

^^JjjJ  trails  at  over  30  other  reservations,  including 
^■■■9  Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Brooks  Woodland  Preserve, 
Ravenswood  Park,  and  Rocky  Woods.  Consult  your  Trustees 
of  Reservations  Property  Guide  for  details. 


Winterizing  Our  Tender  Gardens 


J  JL%.A 


As  any  gardener  with  a  green-thumb  knows,  plant  hardiness  is 
not  something  to  be  taken  for  granted,  especially  in  New 
England.  Cold  winter  temperatures  can  easily  damage  or  kill 
plants  which  flourish  during  the  growing  season.  Come 
autumn,  when  many  of  us  put  away  our  gardening  gloves  until 
spring,  there  remains  a  tremendous  amount  of  work  to  be  done 
at  many  historic  gardens  cared  for  by  The  Trustees,  such  as  at 
The  Stevens-Coolidge  Place  in  North  Andover. 

In  November,  Superintendent  Bob  Murray  and  his 
assistant,  Marcel  Lajeunesse  begin  an  extraordinary  process  of 
protecting  marginally  hardy  plants  against  the  onslaught  of 
winter.  In  the  rose  garden,  the  leafless  stems  of  rare  hybrid 
roses  are  double  and  triple  wrapped  in  bundles  of  micro-foam. 
This  special  wrapping  insulates  the  stems  against  the  cold  and 
holds  in  moisture  to  prevent  desiccation.  In  addition,  10  inches 
of  soil  are  mounded  at  the  base  of  each  rose  to  protect  its  roots 
and  graft  union. 

Similarly,  the  perennial  garden  is  protected  by  a  thick 
blanket  of  salt  marsh  hay  mulch,  which  minimizes  temperature 
fluctuations  in  the  flower  beds,  thereby  protecting  plant  roots 
from  the  cold  and  combating  freeze-thaw  cycles,  which  can 


heave  plants  right  out  of  the  ground.  Boxwood  topiary,  which 
provides  important  accent  features  in  the  garden,  is  wrapped 
in  burlap  to  protect  evergreen  leaves  from  the  drying  effects 
of  wind  and  prevent  branches  from  snapping  under  heavy 
snow  loads.  Other  tasks  include  lowering  water  lilies  into  the 
bottom  of  their  pool,  laying  down  a  boardwalk  across  the 
lawn,  and  'buttoning  up'  the  greenhouse. 

'Winterizing'  the  gardens  at  The  Stevens-Coolidge  Place 
is  just  one  example  of  our  stewardship  of  historic  sites.  Living 
plant  collections, 
like  decorative 
ornaments  in  the 
house,  are  part  of 
the  historic  'fabric' 
of  this  special 
place.  Thanks  to 
the  diligence  of 
staff  members 
like  Bob  and 
Marcel  we  can 
all  look  forward 
to  a  very  colorful 
and  fragrant 
summer, 


Winter  in  the  Rose  Garden  at  The  Stevens- 
Coolidge  Place. 
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Conservation  Organizations  Join 
Forces  on  Martha's  Vineyard 


A  meeting  of  The  Conservation  Partnership.  Stafzding: 
Dick  Johnson,  SMF;  Susan  Arnold,  TNC.  Left  to  right: 
Tess  Bramhall,  TNC;  Edo  Potter,  TTOR;  Wes  Ward, 
TTOR;  Hal  Tilghman,  SMF;  Chris  Kennedy,  TTOR;  Bob 
Woodruff,  SMF.  Missing  from  photo:  Tom  Chase,  TNC; 
Eleanor  Graves,  VCS;  and  Brendan  O'Neill,  VCS. 


The  Trustees  of  Reservations  has  enthusiastically  joined  forces  with 
The  Nature  Conservancy  (TNC),  The  Sheriff's  Meadow  Foundation 
(SMF),  and  The  Vineyard  Conservation  Society  (VCS)  to  form  The 
Conservation  Partnership.  The  shared  goal?  To  protect  5,400  acres 
of  land  over  the  next  eight  years,  doubling  the  current  annual  rate  of 
protection  on  the  Island. 

According  to  projections  by  the  Martha's  Vineyard  Commission, 
under  current  zoning,  the  Island  is  well  on  its  way  to  being  'built  out' 
by  the  year  2005.  While  this  condition  will  not  mean  the  end  of 
development  on  Martha's  Vineyard  (development  may  begin  to  'double 
up'  on  some  large  parcels),  it  will  mean  the  end  of  substantial  land  protection  opportunities.  Conservation  organizations  with 
a  presence  on  the  Island  must  accelerate  their  land  protection  gains.  Hence,  the  creation  of  The  Conservation  Partnership.  The 
Trustees  continues  to  believe  that,  through  appropriate  collaboration,  land  protection  challenges  can  more  effectively  be  met. 

Since  June,  The  Conservation  Partnership's  initial  work  has  included: 

•  publication  of  a  report  entitled  Martha's  Vineyard:  Choices  for  the  Future,  which  describes  the  impacts  of  future  growth 
and  proposes  how  land  conservation  can  lessen  those  impacts; 

•  compilation  of  basic  information  on  the  remaining  190  undeveloped  parcels  exceeding  20  acres; 

•  letters  to  the  private  owners  of  these  key  parcels; 

•  discussions  with  the  Martha's  Vineyard  Land  Bank  Commission  on  mutual  interests  and  possible  cooperative  land 
protection  efforts;  and 

•  outreach  to  each  of  the  Island's  six  municipalities. 

Plans  are  underway  to  set  specific  parcel-by-parcel  conservation  priorities  and  to  collaborate  on  the  acquisition  of  the  most 
important  ones.  The  Conservation  Partnership's  Chairman  is  Hal  Tilghman  of  Chappaquiddick.  Representing  The  Trustees  are 
Regional  Committee  Member  Edo  Potter  of  Chappaquiddick,  Regional  Director  Chris  Kennedy,  and  Land  Conservation  Director 
Wes  Ward.  «• 


Western  Massachusetts  Members 
Rally  Behind  Bear  Swamp  Expansion 

In  1968,  The 
Rev.  Philip  and 
Mrs.  (Esther) 
H.  Steinmetz 
donated  60 
acres  of  land 
in  Ashfield 
to  establish 
Bear  Swamp 
Reservation. 
Over  the  next 
ten  years, 
additional 
parcels  of  land 
were  donated 

by  the  Steinmetz  family  and  generous  neighbors  to  expand  the 
reservation  to  266  acres.  This  summer  and  fall.  The  Trustees  is 
continuing  this  strong  tradition  by  protecting  another  40  acres 
of  land  abutting  the  northern  edge  of  the  reservation. 

First,  a  14-acre  parcel  of  land  has  been  purchased  from  the 
Tatro  family,  who,  in  1969,  donated  land  to  help  establish  the 


Bear  Swanip  Reservation  in  Ashfield  offers  a 
magnificent  vista  of  Vermont's  Green  Mountains 


reservation.  The  parcel  consists  of  rugged  spines  of  glaciated  rock 
framing  rich,  moist  valleys  of  forest  with  scattered  vernal  pools. 
These  forests  support  a  variety  of  wildlife  unique  to  such  habitats. 

A  second  parcel,  comprising  13  acres,  was  purchased  by 
The  Trustees'  affiliate,  the  Massachusetts  Land  Conservation 
Trust,  from  the  DuPree  family.  Five  of  the  13  acres,  comprising 
a  woodland  which  leads  to  a  sweeping  vista  of  Vermont's  Green 
Mountains,  will  be  added  to  the  reservation,  while  the 
remaining  eight,  comprising  an  apple  orchard,  will  be  resold 
(under  an  agricultural  preservation  restriction  [APR]  and  with 
public  trail  easements)  to  Smith  Family  Orchards,  the  local 
apple  grower  who  has  worked  the  orchard  for  18  years.  Last, 
Richard  and  Lindy  Gougeon,  who  own  13  abutting  acres, 
including  additional  orchard  worked  by  Mr.  Smith,  have  kindly 
agreed  to  impose  a  similar  APR  on  their  lot,  thereby 
guaranteeing  forever  its  strict  use  as  agricultural  land. 

Trustees  staff  worked  closely  with  members  of  the  Bear 
Swamp  and  Chapelbrook  Reservation  Committee,  under  the 
leadership  of  Dick  Evans,  to  plan  this  complicated  project  and 
raise  the  funds  needed  to  cover  its  associated  costs.  The  response 
from  local  supporters  of  The  Trustees  was  extraordinary,  bringing 
the  project  to  completion  in  record-breaking  time,  further  testimony 
to  the  effectiveness  which  a  grass-roots  organization  like  The 
Trustees  can  have  when  working  closely  with  a  local  community.  « 


A  Listing  of  Updated  and  Newly  Scheduled  Winter  Events 


ISLANDS  REGION 


Martha's  Vineyard  Winter  Walks 

The  following  walks  will  be  led  by  Mary  Merges,  Islands 
Regional  Education  and  Interpretation  Coordinator.  Bird 
walks  are  limited  to  12  people.  Member  adults  $4,  children 
(under  15)  $2.  Non-member  adults  $6,  children  (under  15) 
$3.  Please  call  The  Trustees'  Islands  Rci^ioual  Office  at 
508/693-7662  for  more  details  and  to  register. 

SUN,  DEC  14 
Winter  at  Wasque 

Observe  winter  plant  and  animal  adaptations  at  Wasque 
Reservation.  Meet  at  Wasque  gatehouse  parking  lot.  1:30  p.m. 
to  3:30  P.M. 

THURS,  JAN  1 
New  Year's  Day  Walk 

Begin  the  new  year  with  a  walk  through  the  forests  of 
Menemsha  Hills.  Meet  at  the  Menemsha  Hills  parking  lot 
off  North  Road.  1  P.M.  to  3  p.m.  This  walk  is  free  of  charge. 
Happy  New  Year! 

SUN,  JAN  11 

Long  Point  Winter  Birds 

Walk  along  the  coastal  ponds  and  look  for  winter  ducks 
and  other  birds  that  are  on  the  island  for  the  winter.  Meet 
at  the  parking  lot  down  Deep  Bottom  Road.  1  P.M.  to  3  p.m. 

SUN,  FEB  8 

Winter  Ecology  Walk 

Discover  and  learn  about  winter  flora  and  fauna  at 
Menemsha  Hills.  Meet  at  the  Menemsha  Hills  parking  lot 
off  North  Road.  1  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 


NORTHEAST  REGION 


FRI,  DEC  5,  6  P.M.  to  9  p.m. 
SAT,  DEC  6,  10  A.M.  to  9  p.m. 
Holiday  House  Tours 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
Tour  The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill's  Stuart-style  mansion, 
decorated  by  the  Ipswich  Garden  Club  and  the  Town  and 
Country  Garden  Club  of  Ipswich.  Holiday  creations  will  be 
available  in  our  Christmas  boutique.  Warm  spiced  cider  will 
be  served.  The  House  will  be  aglow  with  candlelight  for  the 
evening  tour.  Admission  is  at  the  door  only.  Members  are 
free.  Non-member  adults  $9,  non-member  seniors  and 
children  $7. 


A  Castle  Hill  Exclusive  for  the  Holiday  Season! 

The  Gift  Shop  at  The  Great  House 
Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 

Castle  Hill  has  commissioned  a  custom  ornament  of  The 
Great  House  at  Castle  Hill.  Sculpted  in  relief  for  a  three- 
dimensional  effect,  hand-painted  and  gift-boxed,  these 
lovely  ornaments  can  be  ordered  for  $18  by  calling  Castle 
Hill  or  visiting  the  gift  shop  during  the  Holiday  House 
Tours  on  December  5  and  6. 

SUN,  DEC  7 

Choral  Christmas  Concert 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
North  Shore  choral  group  Cantetnus  performs  a  traditional 
Christmas  concert.  Sing  holiday  favorites  in  a  festive  sing-a- 
long. Relax  by  the  fire,  sip  Christmas  punch,  and  enjoy  the 
holiday  magic  at  Castle  Hill.  2:30  P.M.  Member  and  non- 
member  adults  $15,  children  $5. 
Snow  date:  Sunday,  December  14. 

TUES,  DEC  9  ^* 
Children's  Medieval  Christmas  Party 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
Hear  ye!  Hear  ye!  Celebrate  a  Medieval  Christmas  at  Castle 
Hill.  Make  your  own  crown  and  scepter  and  create  your 
own  kingdom  at  this  fun-filled  holiday  event.  Songs,  stories, 
and  myths  abound!  Refreshments  will  be  served.  This  party 
is  designed  and  brought  to  you  by  The  Learning  Tree  Store 
of  Danvers  and  Stoneham.  The  party  is  appropriate  for 
children  ages  7  to  12.  4  p.m.  to  5:30  P.M.  Member  and 
non-member  children  $15,  additional  siblings  $10. 
Parents  are  free.  Snow  date:  Wednesday,  December  10. 

THU,  DEC  1 1  and  TUES,  DEC  16        *  "  ' 
Children's  Sing-a-Long  Christmas  Party 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
Children's  entertainer  Marcus  Gale  will  lead  a  festive 
holiday  sing-a-long,  that  includes  clowning  around,  stories, 
games,  and  Christmas  tree  decorating!  Santa  Claus  will  stop 
by  for  a  visit  with  each  child.  Punch  and  cookies  will  be 
served.  This  party  is  for  children  ages  3  to  7.  3:30  P.M. 
to  5  P.M.  Member  and  non-member  children  $15,  additional 
siblings  $10.  Parents  are  free.  Please  call  for  snow  dates. 

SUN,  FEB  1 

Sledding  at  Castle  Hill 

Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
The  ultimate  sledding  lawn!  Here's  your  chance  to 
experience  Castle  Hill's  rolling  lawn  which  reaches  the  sea! 
Participants  must  provide  their  own  sleds.  8  A.M.  to  4  P.M. 
Members  are  free.  Non-members  $5  per  car. 


SUN,  FEB  8 

3rd  Annual  Priscilla  of  Boston  at  Castle  Hill  Bridal  Show 

The  Great  House,  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich  978/356-4351 
You  are  cordially  invited  to  a  benefit  champagne  brunch  and 
bridal  fashion  show  featuring  the  exquisite  gowns  by  Priscilla 
of  Boston  and  the  area's  best  caterers  and  florists.  11:30  A.M. 
$40  per  person.  Seats  are  limited.  All  proceeds  will  benefit 
The  Trustees  of  Reservations. 


WESTERN  REGION 


SUN,  DEC  7 

Ski  Season  Starts  at  Notchview 

Notchview  Reservation,  Windsor  413/684-0148 
Notchview  opens  for  early  season  skiing  offering  27  km  of 
trails  of  all  difficulties — a  mix  of  classical  and  ski  skating 
trails;  17  km  are  groomed  and  tracked  with  two  trailside 
shelters  plus  the  Budd  Visitor  Center.  Call  about  lodging  at 
one  of  the  Hilltown  Inns  or  stay  at  The  Trustees'  Field  Farm 
Bed  &  Breakfast.  8  a.m.  to  4:30  P.M.  every  day.  Members 
free.  Non-member  adults  $7,  children  $2. 

SUN,  JAN  11 

Ski  Pest '98  ^1". 

Notchview  Reservation,  Windsor  413/684-0148 

This  international  Learn-to-Ski  day  is  a  big  hit!  It's  the 

fourth  annual  at  Notchview  featuring  lessons,  discounted 

rentals,  waxing  clinics,  and  fun  activities.  The  object  is  to 

get  out  and  enjoy  the  winter.  C'mon  out!  9  A.M.  to  3  p.m. 

Members  free.  Non-member  adults  $7,  children  $2. 

FRI,  JAN  9  and  MON,  FEB  9 
Moonlight  Skiing  at  Notchview 

Notchview  Reservation,  Windsor  413/684-0148 
Experience  the  excitement  of  skiing  the  winter  woods  by 
moonlight.  We  will  have  guided  tours  or  ski  with  your  own 
group.  Popcorn,  hot  cider,  and  the  great  outdoors  await  you! 
7  to  9  P.M.  Members  free.  Non-member  adults  $7,  children  $2. 

sai;feb2i  .  ^ 

Signs  of  Winter 

Notchview  Reservation,  Windsor  413/684-0148 
Join  Naturalist  Don  Reid  and  enter  the  world  of  winter  at 
Notchview.  Learn  about  nature's  survival  through  sightings, 
tracks,  and  sign.  10  A.M.  to  12  NOON,  weather  permitting. 
Dress  warmly  and  bring  snowshoes  if  you  have  them.  Member 
adults  $4,  children  $2.  Non-member  adults  $6,  children  $3. 

SAT,  MAR  7 

Notchview  Classic  Ski  Race 

Notchview  Reservation,  Windsor  413/684-0148 
Eleventh  annual  'bread  and  jam'  race.  A  10  km  classical-style  ski 
race.  We  promise  to  wait  for  you  to  finish  and  applaud!  Home- 
baked  goods  as  prizes.  We  may  add  a  shorter  race  this  year  if 
there  is  interest.  Registration  9  A.M.  Start  at  10  A.M.  Members 
and  non-members  $6. 


Winter  Weekend  Workshops  with 
The  Trustees  and  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club 

The  following  events  are  jointly  sponsored  by  The  Trustees 
and  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  which  is  offering  a 
series  of  weekend  winter  workshops  based  at  The  Trustees' 
Field  Farm  Bed  &C  Breakfast  in  Williamstown.  Fees 
include  instruction,  lift  tickets,  Friday  and  Saturday  night 
lodging,  and  Saturday  breakfast  through  Sunday  lunch 
meals.  For  more  information  and  registration,  please 
contact  the  AMC  at  413/443-0011. 


FRI,  JAN  23  -  SUN,  JAN  25 

Contact  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  at  413/443-0011 
Cross-Country  Skiing  for  Beginners 

If  you  are  new  to  skiing  or  haven't  tried  it,  this  workshop 
will  start  you  with  the  fundamentals  of  equipment,  safety, 
conditioning,  and  technique.  Instruction  begins  on 
groomed  trails  and  progresses  to  the  gentle  rolling  trails 
and  fields  at  Field  Farm.  Rental  equipment  available. 
Instructor:  Kathleen  O'Rourke,  AMC  naturalist.  Fee:  $190. 


FRI,  JAN  30  -  SUN,  FEB  1 
Contact  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  at  413/443-0011 
Snowshoe  Adventure:  Tracking  Wildlife 
Snowshoers  of  all  levels  are  welcome  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  the  deer,  weasel,  fox,  turkey,  bobcat,  and  coyote 
that  inhabit  the  fields  and  forests  around  Mt.  Greylock. 
Winter  is  a  wonderful  time  to  study  the  habits  of  these 
animals  and  enjoy  the  stark  beauty  of  the  winter  woods. 
Rental  equipment  available.  Instructor:  Dwayne  Denehy, 
field  manager  of  the  Audubon  Society  in  NH,  naturalist  for 
the  Harris  Center  for  Conservation  Education.  Fee:  $175. 

FRI,  FEB  6  -  SUN,  FEB  8 

Contact  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  at  413/443-0011 
Advanced  Beginner  (and  Still  Learning)  Cross-Country 
For  skiers  who  can  stand  comfortably  on  their  skis,  diagonally 
stride,  and  are  ready  to  learn  some  more  advanced  skills. 
Review  the  basic  techniques  and  then  move  info  downhill 
control  and  more  challenging  terrain.  Rental  equipment 
available.  Instructor:  Kathleen  O'Rourke,  AMC  naturalist. 
Fee:  $190. 

FRI,  MAR  6  -  SUN,  MAR  8 

Contact  Appalachian  Mountain  Club  at  413/443-0011 
Winter  Photography:  In  a  Whole  New  Light 
A  Berkshire  winter  presents  the  photographer  with  a 
wealth  of  opportunities  and  challenges.  Investigate  how  to 
use  natural  light  to  its  best  advantage  and  capture  winter's 
natural  beauty  on  35mm  color  slide  film.  Instructor:  John 
Green,  founder  of  Naturethics,  professional  photographer, 
and  AMC  naturalist.  Fee:  $180. 


DEC  THROUGH  FEB 

SECOND  &  LAST  SATURDAY  OF  MONTH 
Nature  in  Winter 

Bartholomew's  Cobble,  Ashley  Falls  413/229-8600 
Join  Regional  Ecologist  Don  Reid  and  enter  the  winter  world 
at  Bartholomew's  Cobble  Reservation.  Learn  about  nature's 
survival  through  sightings,  tracks,  and  sign.  Weather 
permitting.  Dress  warmly.  Bring  snowshoes  if  needed.  Space 
is  limited;  please  pre-register.  10  A.M.  to  noon.  Member  adults 
$3,  children  6-12  $1.  Non-member  adults  $6,  children  $2. 

Natural  History  Lecture  Series  at 
Bartholomew's  Cobble  Visitor's  Center 

On  the  following  Friday  evenings,  join  a  Natural  History 
Tour  leader  as  they  share  their  adventures  through  slide 
presentations.  What  better  way  to  spend  a  cold  winter 
evening  than  visiting  the  natural  world  and  new  places  with 
the  people  who  know  them  best!  All  presentations  begin  at 
7  P.M.  Member  adults  $4,  children  10-16  $L  Non-member 
adults  $6,  children  $2. 

FRI,  DEC  5 

Nature  of  New  England 

Master  Naturalist  Tom  Tyning,  well  known  for  his  slide 
programs  and  photographic  skills,  presents  this  slide 
program  on  the  seasons,  and  the  flora  and  fauna  of  New 
England.  This  is  a  program  you  don't  want  to  miss! 

FRI,  JAN  9 

New  Mexico:  Land  of  Enchantment 

Join  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society's  Berkshire  Sanctuaries 
Director  and  Natural  History  Tour  Guide  Rene  Laubach  on 
this  adventure  to  New  Mexico:  The  Land  of  Enchantment. 
Rene  will  be  sure  to  dazzle  you  with  this  program  on  its 
natural  and  historic  grandeur. 

FRI,  FEB  27 

The  Utility  of  Plants 

Spring  is  just  around  the  corner!  Dave  St.  James,  a  well  known 
local  Naturalist  and  expert  in  plant  identification  and  uses, 
will  give  this  informative  and  fascinating  program  on  plants. 
A  must  for  the  serious — or  not  so  serious — plant  enthusiast. 

COMING  THIS  SPRING  /  APR  25  -  MAY  3 
The  Natural  and  Cultural  History  of  New  Mexico 
Join  Western  Regional  Ecologist  Don  Reid  and 
Massachusetts  Audubon  Society's  Rene  Laubach  on  this 
9-day  adventure  in  the  Land  of  Enchantment.  Aptly 
nicknamed,  New  Mexico  has  it  all  (  with  the  exception  being 
the  sea).  This  scenic  state  encompasses  the  snow-capped 
Rocky  Mountains,  Chihuahuan  Desert,  the  mighty  Rio 
Grande  River,  ancient  Anasazi  cliff  dwellings,  and  multi- 
cultural Santa  Fe.  Emphasis  will  be  placed  on  birds/wildlife, 
natural  and  cultural  history.  For  more  information  and  an 
itinerary,  call  Don  at  413/229-8600. 
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Every  Special  place  needs 
a  special  person... yow/ 

By  now,  you  will  have 
received  in  the  mail 
information  about 
this  year's  very 
important  Annual 
Appeal.  Our  goal  is  to 
raise  $1,155,000  to 
support  ongoing 

stewardship  of  our  now  78  reservations  and  to  enable 
The  Trustees  to  protect  additional  special  places  across 
the  state,  either  through  acquisition  or  conservation 
restriction.  With  your  generous  support,  we  are  confident 
that  this  goal  can  be  reached! 

Annual  Appeal  donations,  gifts  made  above  and 
beyond  membership  or  contributions  to  special  projects, 
are  used  in  a  number  of  ways.  They  help  us  to  buy 
equipment  to  keep  our  many  miles  of  trails  clear  and  our 
superb  vistas  open,  to  pay  for  tools  and  plant  materials  at 
our  historic  gardens,  to  fund  the  publication  of 
interpretive  materials  explaining  the  natural  and  cultural 
history  of  our  reservations,  and  to  cover  the  travel 
expenses  of  land  protection  specialists  who  survey 
threatened  landscapes  across  the  state. 

If  you  have  not  already  donated  to  the  Annual 
Appeal,  please  consider  making  a  gift.  No  gift  is  too 
small!  And,  remember,  you  can  designate  your  gift  to 
be  used  at  a  favorite  reservation  or  to  support  our  land 
protection  efforts.  For  further  information,  contact 
Susan  McGarvey  at  978/524-1859.  * 


Spot  the  Moose! 

Can  you  find  the  moose  seen  this  summer  at  Coddings 
Meadow,  near  Doane's  Falls  in  Royalston? 


A    News  &  Shorts  of  All  Sorts 


%'  Hog  Island  Spruce  Trees  Help  Essex  Schooner  Set  Sail. 
The  Essex-built  fishing  schooner,  Thomas  E.  Lannon^  named 
by  owner  Tom  Ellis  after  his  late  grandfather  who  fished 
from  Gloucester  between  1901-1943,  was  launched  m  June 
with  great  acclaim.  It  was  the  first  such  schooner  to  be  built 
in  Essex  in  the  past  50  years,  following  a  long  local  ship- 
building tradition  which  turned  out  over  4,000  wooden 
vessels.  The  schooner's  masts,  booms,  gaffs,  and  bowsprit 
were  made  from  spruce  trees  felled  on  Hog  Island  and 
donated  by  The  Trustees.  Between  May  and  November, 
Tom  and  his  wife,  Kay,  lead  daily  excursions  from  Seven 
Seas  Wharf  at  the  Gloucester  House  Restaurant,  Gloucester. 
For  further  information,  call  Tom  or  Kay  at  978/281-6634 
or  consult  their  web-site  at  www.schooner.org. 


Members  of  The  Charles  Eliot  Society  on  hoard  the  schooner 
Thomas  E.  Lannon. 


«  Trustees  Complete  Handicapped-Accessible  Trail  at  the 
Malcolm  Preserve.  This  summer,  The  Trustees  completed  a 
new  handicapped-accessible  trail  at  The  Malcolm  Preserve  in 
Carlisle,  a  property  co-owned  and  co-managed  by  The 
Trustees  and  the  Carlisle  Conservation  Foundation.  The 
preserve  provides  a  "gateway,"  via  Two  Rod  Road,  into 
historic  Estabrook  Woods.  Traveling  north  on  Bedford  Road 
(Route  225)  towards  Carlisle  Center,  turn  left  onto  Stearns 
Street  (just  before  reaching  Kimball  Farm  Ice  Cream)  and 
look  for  a  small  graveled  parking  area  on  the  left. 

W  Awards  Recognize  Trustees  Work  in  Historic  Preservation 
and  Land  Stewardship.  In  September,  The  Boston  Society  of 
Architects,  a  chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects, 
honored  The  Trustees  with  its  Commonwealth  Award  for 
our  critical  work  in  historic  preservation  and  land 
conservation.  Additionally,  The  American  Society  of 
Landscape  Architects  awarded  the  Olmsted  Medal  to  The 
Trustees,  recognizing  our  century-long  commitment  to  land 
stewardship  and  the  open  space  ideals  of  Frederick  Law 
Olmsted,  the  father  of  American  landscape  architecture. 

Standing  Committee  Chairman  Passes  the  Gavel.  In 
September,  Elliot  Surkin  was  elected  as  the  new  Chair  of 
the  Standing  Committee,  succeeding  Norton  Sloan.  Elliot 


Elliot  Snrkin  (left)  with  Norton  Sloan  (right)  at  the  1997 
Annual  Meeting  at  Castle  Hill,  Ipswich. 

became  involved  with  The  Trustees  in  1982  as  a  member  of 
the  Chappaquiddick  Committee  and  has  served  as  its  Chair 
since  1986.  He  became  a  Corporate  Trustee  in  1985  and  has 
served  on  the  Nominating  Committee  since  1988  and  as  its 
Chair  since  1995.  He  also  served  on  the  Public  Issues 
Committee  1989-1993  and  the  Advisory  Council  1988-94, 
and,  since  1994,  has  served  on  the  Standing  Committee.  We 
wish  to  extend  a  special  thanks  to  Norton  Sloan,  who  has 
served  The  Trustees  as  a  Corporate  Trustee  since  1981,  as 
Treasurer  and  Chair  of  both  the  Budget  Review  and  the 
Investment  Committees  1982-1987,  Vice  President  1988-91, 
and,  of  course.  Chairman  1992-1997.  We  are  pleased  to  add 
that  Norton  will  continue  to  serve  The  Trustees  as  a  member 
of  the  Standing  Committee  and  Executive  Committee. 

«  Rock  House  Receives  $10,000  Grant  for  Interpretation 
and  Stewardship.  The  J.  Irving  and  Jane  L.  England 
Charitable  Trust  has  awarded  The  Trustees  a  $10,000  grant 
to  create  interpretive  displays  and  literature  as  well  as 
employ  an  Eagle  Scout  as  full-time  seasonal  ranger  at  the 
Rock  House  Reservation  in  West  Brookfield.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
England,  long-time  residents  of  West  Brookfield,  had  a  deep 
interest  in  scouting  and  the  environment. 


High  school  students  participating  in  the  1997  Eandmark 
Volunteers  program  spent  two  weeks  in  July  working 
alongside  staff  at  several  reservations,  including  the 
Sedgwick  Gardens  at  Eong  Hill  in  Beverly. 


«  Barnes-Needham  Pathway  Honors  Arthur  Barnes.  In 
August,  a  small  park  and  walking/jogging  path  from  Highland 
Avenue  to  Kendrick  Street  along  the  Charles  River  in  Needham 
was  dedicated  in  memory  of  the  late  Arthur  Barnes,  leader  of 
the  Polaroid  Company  for  many  years,  sportsman,  and 
conservationist.  The  Barnes-Needham  Pathway  was  the  result 
of  a  very  successful  joint  public/private  partnership  among  the 
Metropolitan  District  Commission,  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations,  The  Davis  Companies,  The  Polaroid  Foundation, 
and  Mrs.  Arthur  Barnes  and  her  family. 

'«  The  Trustees  Welcomes  Four  New  Employees  to  its 
Permanent  Staff!  Richard  Cook,  Maintenance  Technician, 
Charles  River  Valley  Management  Unit;  Chris  Rodstrom, 
Conservation  Planner/Land  Protection  Specialist;  Steve 
Sloan,  Land  Protection  Specialist;  and  Debby  Werling, 
Administrative  Assistant,  Central  Region. 

A  hearty  welcome  to  the  nearly  1,650  new  members 
who  joined  The  Trustees  this  summer!  And  a  special 
request  to  those  whose  membership  has  recently  lapsed. 
Please  renew.  Your  support  is  vital. 

«'  New  1891  Society  Leaders.  The  Trustees  welcomes  Caroline 
Standley  and  Jonathan  Loring  as  new  Co-Chairs  of  The  1891 
Society.  We  look  forward  to  their  inspirational  leadership! 


'«  Memorial  Gifts  Help  Remember  a  Loved  One. 
The  Trustees  would  like  to  thank  those  individuals  and 
families  who  gave  Memorial  Gifts  in  loving  tribute  to  the 
following  individuals:  Peter  E.  Anderson,  Stephen  D. 
Anderson,  Mary  H.  Barton,  John  F.  Hubbard,  John  V. 
Jamison  IH,  and  Martin  S.  Meigs. 

^  Photographers.  Highly  skilled  amateur  photographers 
are  needed  to  help  expand  The  Trustees'  photographic 
collection.  We  need  technically-superior  and  well- 
composed  photographic  images  which  capture  the 
special,  character-defining  features  of  our  reservations 
through  the  seasons. 

^  Researchers/Writers.  Resourceful  hobby  naturalists  or 
historians  with  experience  'digging  up'  hard-to-find 
information  are  needed  to  conduct  in-depth  research 
and  write  about  the  cultural  and  natural  history  of 
our  varied  reservations. 

This  critical  volunteer  work  will  help  us  develop 
and  illustrate  future  interpretive  materials,  such  as 
educational  brochures  and  signs,  for  visitors  to  our 
reservations.  Contact  Michael  Triff  at  978/356-4351 
for  a  volunteer  application  form  and  more  detailed 
information  about  the  nature  of  the  work  involved. 


Annual  Report  April  1, 1996  -  March  31,  1997 

Results  from  the  Fiscal  Year  ending  March  31,  1997  continue 
to  reflect  the  strong  financial  footing  of  The  Trustees  of 
Reservations. 

Last  year  was  a  year  of  two  significant  milestones.  Both 
annual  giving  and  membership  revenue  topped  the  million 
dollar  mark  for  the  first  time,  each  growing  by  more  than  10% 
from  the  year  before.  Current  membership  now  stands  at  over 
18,000,  up  from  16,586  by  the  end  of  Fiscal  Year  1997. 

A  financial  goal  of  the  Trustees  2000  Strategic  Plan  is  to 
achieve  a  surplus  from  operations  each  year  to  provide  resources 
for  capital  maintenance  needs  on  a  contmuing  basis  as  well  as  for 
major  one-time  projects.  This  past  year,  we  achieved  a  surplus  of 
$303,000  which  will  allow  us  to  undertake,  for  example: 

•  exterior  carpentry  repairs  at  The  Old  Manse 

•  masonry  repairs  at  Naumkeag 

•  structural  work  on  the  barn  at  Long  Point 

•  a  safer  exit  driveway  at  The  Bradley  Reservation 

•  conservation  of  the  Bride's  Room  mural  at  Long  Hill. 
We  hope  to  continue  this  program,  allowing  The  Trustees  to 
make  needed  progress  on  upgrading  our  reservations. 

Another  growth  engine  for  the  organization  has  been  its 
endowment,  which  is  up  from  approximately  $56  million  to 
approximately  $63  million — the  result  of  capital  appreciation 
and  contributions.  We  depend  heavily  on  endowment  assets  for 
annual  support,  so  growth  is  very  important. 


IS 


Expenses  budgeted  at  $6,704,000  ended  up  at  $6,703,000. 
A  "well  done"  to  all  Regional  Directors  and  Department  Heads 
for  excellent  cost  controls. 

Thank  you  to  the  many  staff  members  and  volunteers  who 
give  so  significantly  of  their  time  and  energy  to  help  The 
Trustees  fulfill  its  mission.  Without  them,  we  could  not  be  the 
successful  organization  that  we  are. 


John  O.  Parker 
Treasurer 


Summary  of  199,  Income 

Membership  Dues  15% 
Contributions/Grants  1 5% 
^1  Operating  Support  from  Endowment  35% 
^1  Reservation  Receipts/Events  35% 

Summary  of  199"  Expenses 

Communications  &  Marketing  2% 
"'I  Land  Conservation  Center  6% 
Development  7% 
General  and  Administrative  9% 
Field  Operations  76% 
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Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson:  Historian,  Gardener... and  Political  Exile 


Born  in  Boston  in  1711 
and  educated  at  Harvard, 
Governor  Thomas 
Hutchinson  was  the  last 
Royal  Governor  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 
As  a  prominent  conservative, 
powerful  and  devoutly  loyal 
to  the  British  Crown,  his 
overt  royalist  leanings  made 
him  the  object  of  public 
ridicule  in  the  years  leading 
up  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  found  himself  at  great 
odds  with  the  radical 
revolutionaries  (soon  to  be  patriots)  of  the  day,  namely 
Samuel  Adams,  who,  with  others,  mockingly  dubbed  him 
"Tommy  Skin-and-Bones"  Hutchinson,  presumably  because 
of  his  gaunt  appearance. 

In  1743,  Governor  Hutchinson  purchased  land  off 
Adams  Street  on  Milton  Hill  in  Milton  and,  under  the 
direction  of  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  built  for  his  family  a 
modest  country  estate.  Looking  northeast  from  the 
'cottage',  as  Hutchinson  described  it  (though,  by  other 
accounts,  it  was  certainly  more  stately),  Hutchinson  could 
command  a  spectacular  view  over  "a  league  or  two  of 
meadow" — what  we  know  today  as  The  Trustees' 
10-acre  reservation  called  Governor  Hutchinson's  Field, 


Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson 
(from  a  painting  by  John 
Singleton  Copley) 


acquired  in  1898.  Beyond,  lay  the  Neponset  marshes  (then, 
filled  with  haymakers  in  July!)  and  Boston  Harbor,  with  its 
forts,  busy  wharves,  and  throngs  of  sea-going  vessels. 

Having  written  several  tomes.  Governor  Hutchinson 
was  both  an  accomplished  historian  as  well  as  gardener. 
A  plan  of  the  garden  he  created  around  his  home  (sited 
opposite  Governor  Hutchinson's  Field,  across  Adams 
Street)  tells  us  of  his  deep  interest  in  vegetables,  roses, 
perennials,  shrubs,  and  noble  specimen  trees,  of  which  he 
planted  a  great  many,  including  elm,  linden,  hickory,  and 
horse  chestnut.  Governor  Hutchinson  is  also  said  to  have 
grown  fruit  trees  in  the  'meadow'  and  introduced  into  his 
garden  blue  scillas  from  England,  which  still  emerge  today 
in  spring  atop  Milton  Hill. 

After  the  Boston  Tea  Party,  which  many  historians 
blame,  in  part,  on  Hutchinson's  handling  of  the  situation, 
the  Governor  was  summoned  to  London  to  report  to  King 
George  III  on  the  state  of  the  colony.  During  their  two- 
hour  conversation,  he  remarked  with  great  pride,  "My 
house  is  seven  or  eight  miles  from  town,  a  pleasant 
situation,  and  many  gentlemen  from  abroad  say  it  has  the 
finest  prospect  from  it  they  ever  saw."  Unknown  to  him  at 
the  time,  Hutchinson  would  never  again  lay  eyes  on 
Milton  Hill — or  even  New  England.  War  broke  out  before 
his  return,  and,  detained  indefinitely  in  England, 
he  died  on  June  3,  1780,  a  broken-hearted  exile  of  his 
beloved  homeland.  He  was  buried  in  a  churchyard  in 
Croydon,  10  miles  south  of  London.  W 


As  the  season  of  giving  approaches,  don't  forget  the  perfect 
gift — membership  in  The  Trustees  of  Reservations. 

Membership  in  The  Trustees  opens  up  a  world  of 
possibilities,  with  78  of  the  most  beautiful  reservations  in 
Massachusetts,  all  for  you,  your  friends,  and  family  to 
explore  and  enjoy. 


rd  like  to  give  membership  at  the  following  level: 

□  Individual  ($40)  □  Contributing  ($100) 

□  Sr./Student  ($30)      □  Supporting  ($150) 

□  Family  ($60)  □  Sustaining  ($300) 

□  Sr./Student  ($50)     □  Sponsor  ($600) 
HThe  1891  Society  ($1,000+) 


New  members  receive  a  special  Membership  Packet 
which  contains  a  greeting  card  with  a  special  message  from 
you.  This  packet  can  either  be  sent  directly  to  the  recipient 
or  to  you.  Just  let  us  know  your  preference. 


□  Please  send  the  membership  packet  to  the 
Giver's  address. 

□  Please  send  the  membership  packet  to  the 
Recipient's  address. 


Giver's  name  (Please  print): 

Mr.  Mrs. 
Ms.  Miss 


First 

Middle  Initial 

Last 

Address 

City  /  Town 
(  ) 

State 

(  ) 

Zip  Code 

Daytime  phone 

Evening  phone 

E-Mail  address 

Recipient's  name 

Mr.  Mrs. 
Ms.  Miss 

(Please  print): 

First 

Middle  Initial 

Last 

Address 

City  /  Town 
(  ) 

State 

(  ) 

Zip  Code 

Daytime  phone 

Evening  phone 

E-Mail  address 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  The  Trustees  of  Reservations  and 
return,  with  this  form  to:  The  Trustees,  572  Essex  Street,  Beverly, 
MA  01915-1530.  Attach  a  note  with  your  greeting  card  message. 


A 
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1997  Annual  Meeting 

At  our  Annual  Meeting  on  September  17th  at  Castle 
Hill,  Elliot  Surkin  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Standing  Committee,  succeeding  Norton  Sloan  (see 
page  8),  and  174  other  supporters  of  the  organization 
were  elected  to  positions  as  Officers,  Corporate 
Trustees,  Life  Trustees,  and  members  of  both  the 
Standing  Committee  and  the  Advisory  C'ouncil. 

John  Kimball,  who,  since 
1956,  has  volunteered 
countless  hours  to  The 
Trustees  at  the  Ward 
Reservation  in  Andover 
and  North  Andover  (see 
Going  Places,  back  page) 
was  honored  with  The 
Trustees'  highest  tribute, 
the  Charles  Eliot  Award. 


Virginia  Haywood  of 
Topsfield,  who  has 
volunteered  over  700  hours 
of  her  time  for  our 
Membership  Department, 
was  honored  as  The  Trustees' 
1997  Volunteer  of  the  Year. 


Joel  Lerner,  who  has  served  as 
Director  of  the  Division  of 
Conservation  Services  in  the 
last  six  gubernatorial 
administrations,  was  given  The 
Trustees'  1997  Conservationist 
of  the  Year  award  for  his  vital 
contribution  to  open  space 
protection  and  enhancement 
throughout  Massachusetts. 


And,  Superintendent  Jim 
Caffrey,  who  joined  The 
Trustees  in  1985  and 
currently  manages  the 
Windsor  Management  Unit, 
including  such  reservations 
as  Notchview,  Bear  Swamp, 
Chesterfield  Gorge,  and  the 
William  Cullen  Bryant 
Homestead,  received  The 
Trustees'  1997  Employee 
of  the  Year  award. 

Complimentary  copies  of  The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
1997  Annual  Report  are  available  upon  request  from 
General  Headquarters.  Contact  Linda  McAskill  at 
978/524-1851. 


The 

Semper 

ViRENS 

Society 


Charitable  Gift  Annuity: 
Fixed,  High  and 
Without  Risk 

We  wish  we  could  say  this  about 
the  150-foot  Copper  beech  that 
has  spread  above  the  drive  at 
Naumkeag  for  nearly  100  years. 
But  we  can't.  Everyone  knows 
that  wind,  snow  and  drought 
pose  risks  to  trees,  and  sometimes 
they  fall. 


Not  so  with  the  Charitable 
Gift  Annuity,  a  new  option  we 
now  offer  donors  who  wish  to 
make  a  gift  to  The  Trustees  and 
receive  income  for  life  at  a  fixed, 
high  rate  with  no  risk. 

Here's  how  the  gift  annuity  works: 

1.  You  donate  cash  or  stock  with 
a  minimum  value  of  $10,000. 

2.  You  review  and  sign  a  charitable 
gift  annuity  agreement. 

3.  You  receive  income  for  life 
through  fixed,  quarterly 
payments.  Sample  single-life  rates: 
age  55  =  6.7%;  age  60  =  6.9%; 
age  70  =  7.7%;  age  80  =  9.4%. 
(Annuity  rates  are  tower  when 
there  are  two  income  beneficiaries.) 

4.  You  qualify  for  a  significant 
charitable  deduction,  favorable 
capital  gains  treatment,  and 
partially  tax-free  income. 

Even  when  the  stock  market 
weathers  a  storm,  the  Charitable 
Gift  Annuity  stays  fixed,  high, 
and  without  risk.  It's  a  great  way 
to  give  generously  to  The  Trustees 
and  receive  significant  benefits. 

For  further  information  on 
the  Charitable  Gift  Annuity  or  a 
range  of  other  planned  giving 
options,  call  Eloise  Hodges  at 
978/524-1876. 


Please  let  us  know 

I  would  like  information  on  how  to  include  The  Trustees 
in  my  will. 


□ 
□ 
□ 


I  would  like  more  information  on  how  to  receive  income  for 
life  while  making  a  planned  gift  to  benefit  The  Trustees. 

I  have  remembered  The  Trustees  in  my  estate  plan  and 
wish  to  become  a  member  of  The  Semper  Virens  Society. 


Mr.  Mrs. 
Ms.  Miss 


First 

Middle  Initial 

Last 

Address 

City  /  Town 
(  ) 

State 

Zip  Code 

Telephone 

Please  fill  out  and  return  this  form  to: 
Eloise  Hodges,  Director  of  Planned  Giving  •  The  Trustees  of  Reservations 
572  Essex  Street,  Beverly  MA  01915-1530 


Goim  P' 

The  Ward  Reservation 
Andover  &  North  Andover 


Trustees  member  Liz  Tentarelli  of  Andover  recently  wrote  to  share 
with  us  her  fondness  for  the  Charles  W.  Ward  Reservation  in 
Andover  and  North  Andover.  She  writes,"Whenever  the  leafless 
trees  of  November  seem  forlorn,  I  go  to  the  Ward  Reservation  to 
witness  the  fast-approaching  joys  of  winter.  It's  probably  my 
favorite  'jewel'  in  the  Bay  Circuit  Trail,  eastern  Massachusetts' 
outer  emerald  necklace.  No  other  place  offers  so  many  diverse 
habitats  and  pleasant  surprises. 

"First  I  visit  the  bog,  where  stunted  tamarack  drop  their 
yellowing  needles.  The  boardwalk  turns  sharply  left  among  the 
black  spruces,  then,  at  the  far  end,  I  search  for  the  dormant  remains  of  carnivorous  pitcher  plants.  Next,  walking  through  the 
orchard,  I  look  for  bluebirds  returning  to  their  boxes;  last  year,  several  pairs  remained  throughout  winter.  Across  the  next  field, 
then  left  onto  the  Bay  Circuit  Trail,  I  ascend  Holt  Hill.  'No  peeking,'  I  remind  myself,  in  anticipation  of  the  summit's  views  and 
its  solstice  stones.  Turning  south,  the  Boston  skyline  emerges  over  the  horizon.  How  can  it  be  that  only  trees  are  visible  over  the 
20  miles  between  here  and  there?  I  follow  the  blue-blazed  woods  trail  to  Boston  Hill,  then  to  the  field  with  Elephant  rock,  and 
loop  back  along  Old  Chestnut  street,  promising  myself  a  visit  in  spring.  But,  before  then,  looking  hopefully  for  signs  of  snow, 
I  contemplate  cross-country  skiing  in  winter." 


Pine  Hole  Bog  at  The  Ward  ReservatioJt,  Andover  and  North 
Andover,  a  jewel  in  the  Bay  Circuit  Trail. 


Please  tell  us  about  your  favorite  day  trip  to  otie  of  our  78  reservations! 
We'll  highlight  it  here  in  Special  Places.  Mail  to:  Editors,  Special  Places, 
P.O.  Box  563,  290  Argilla  Road,  Ipswich,  MA  01938-2647  or  E-mail 
to  us  at  TTofR@aol.com 


Walk  off  Thanksgiving  Dinner 
on  the  9  miles  of  trails  at  the 
Ward  Reservation! 
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